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Captains’ Message 

1. 

 

 

The time is steaming ahead and we are coming up fast to the longest day of the 

year, the Summer Solstice, on Tuesday 21 June. We could have waited until the 

next edition of the Dispatch to mention  it but we needed to get ahead of the 

game because….. 

Our Mid-Summer Celebration of Golf will have been and gone by then and we 

want to highlight those 4 days for Members to ensure as many as possible can 

participate in the various events planned. Booking has already opened for the 

different competitions and we hope to see bulging timesheets, even Waiting Lists, 

over the weekend. Later in this edition you will read all the details so please do 

check out the various opportunities to play and socialise. Remember to enjoy one 

another’s company and don’t take things too seriously. By the way, we are open 

to any and all feedback on this type of event so please let us have your views and 

suggestions. 

Inter-Club golf is really under way at this time of year and you will find reports and 

photos of the different competitions below, courtesy of our Team Managers and 

ever-willing ‘snappers’. When you see our players’ pride in representing our club, 

and the great effort they and the team managers invest in the many competitions, 

you can’t but be uplifted. One of the most challenging elements of Golf Club man-

agement is maintaining an appropriate Bar & Catering service for Members. Bar 

income has been hugely impacted for many years now by the demands of strict 

zero-tolerance drink-driving laws, welcome as they may be. Add to that the ‘hit’ 

on bar & restaurant income during Covid lockdowns and now the rapidly rising 

inflationary costs of foodstuffs which place great strain on our capacity to keep 

good fare coming at reasonable prices, a point we know that Members will appre-

ciate, given the cost of living increases all around us. Separately, we bade farewell 

to our former Head Chef, Shane Bursey in the past week – on your behalf we 

thanked him sincerely for his years of service to the Club and wished him every 

success in his future endeavours.  

Finally, a plea from the Editors to those who need to send messages to members 

for various reasons. Please consider using the Dispatch as much as possible for 

those messages as we wish to see this publication as the main means of communi-

cation to Members where at all possible. 

Thought for the week: ‘Golf is a day spent in a round of strenuous idle-

ness’ (William Wordsworth – who obviously preferred daffodils to mown fair-

ways!) .        Captains Pat and Ann. 



Midsummer Celebration of Golf 

2. 

The idea for a weekend of golf was created last year by Captains Avril and Donal with the intention 

of bringing all members together after a long absence due to COVID.  Captain Pat and I felt it is 

something that should be in the diary every year as an event that will provide something for eve-

rybody through golf, informal eating and socialising.  If you have not already signed up to these 

events we urge you to do so as this celebration is only as good as the members who support it. 

The Programme is as follows: 

Thursday, 16 June 

 Juniors competition 8.30 – 10.30 a.m.  

 Ladies 9 hole fourball 11.00 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. and 4.00-4.30 p.m.   

 All day food menu 

Friday, 17 June 

 Singles competition 8.24 – 10.30 a.m. 

 4 person team event 10.40 am – 2.00 p.m. 

 Mix n Match 9 hole Invitation Fourball 4.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

 All day food and barbeque with very special entertainment  

 from Ukranian jazz musicians 

Saturday, 18 June 

 Singles competition 7.00 – 10.00 a.m. 

 Shot gun 4 ball rumble at 2.30 p.m. 

 6.30 Buffet after golf with D.J. keeping us on our toes!!! 

 €20 covers buffet and golf paid through BRS purse 

Sunday, 19 June 

 Singles competition 7.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m. 

 Invitation 9 hole Family  (any combination) Team of 4 scramble 3.10 p.m. – 5.30 p.m  

 with all day food menu afterwards. 

 

We would love to see all categories of members partake in this weekend and support your great 

club.  If you are not playing golf why not come and join us for something to eat on Friday or Sat-

urday (just let Jamie in the bar know you are coming). 

Captains Ann and Pat 



Mens Team News 

3. 

Senior Cup V Castle 29th May. 

Five matches, 3 in Castle 2 in Delgany against one of the 

best Senior Cup teams in Ireland. Their highest handicap 

+1.9 ours 5.0 . After 9 holes we were 3up and 2 down in 

Delgany and 2up, all square and 4 down in Castle. 

Could we possibly produce the win of the century?  Unfor-

tunately  no, the final result- lost 2 in Delgany on 18th and 

lost 1 in Castle on 17th. Mark Behan was just going to win 

on 19th hole having reached the par 5 in 2. and Alex 1 

down playing 18th could still have won. A great perfor-

mance  by a great team which I hope will encourage our 

teams to never give up and that anything is possible.  

 

Well done everyone. 

 

 Mark Behan playing Alan Lowry (Shane’s brother) 

Joshua Wyse and Cathan McCarthy 



4. 

These past weeks have been very busy with games coming thick and fast. The results have varied but every team 

put up a great effort. A sincere thank you to all managers and players. 

One of the most challenging competitions is the Senior Cup, in which we only entered after a lot of soul search-

ing as many teams can field so many scratch or better players, something that unfortunately we cannot do. To 

make things even more difficult we were matched with Castle, one of the best senior cup teams in Ireland. Their 

highest handicap was +1.9 which was Alan Lowry who was beaten on 19th by Mark Behan. We lost two matches 

on 18th, one on 17th and one called in on 18th. As the manager Paul Hautz said  'What a great performance by a 

Delgany team.  I was very proud to be the manager of this team.'  Coming from somebody as experienced and 

respected as Paul, this is a great accolade. This performance will give confidence for the future that we can offer 

this level of competition to our members. 

Our Junior Cup team was pitted against Hermitage and again gave our club great heart winning by 4.5 to 0.5. This 

was a fantastic result played in atrocious conditions of  nonstop rain both home and away. In our two 

home matches Declan Hanley won 2&1, after being 3 down, a birdie fest on the back nine winning the day while 

the youthful William Walshe won  6&5 showing that age is no barrier to overwhelming your opponent. In our 

three matches away. Liam May won 1 up - never more than 1 hole in it - solid as a rock,  Conor McCarthy won 

5&4 (against Hermitage's low man) (that’s 6 away wins in a row in all inter club competitions) and finally Fergus 

McDonald was called in after 15 holes- 1 up at the time (only had 1 practice in Hermitage, on previous Thursday, 

in the rain. The manager Don Berkery said 'Many thanks to Fergus & Ross Nicoll, as they were late additions to 

the panel. Thanks to Ross & Rob Walshe (& Declan’s buddy) for caddying, in the rain. Special thanks to Hermitage 

for their hospitality & excellent course setup. A true example for all other golf courses. It’s Lisheen Springs up 

next & away again!!'  

Our Metropolitan Cup team were not not to be outdone and had a great win against Kilmashogue winning 4:3.  

Our  JB Carr team has reached the County Final and played the first leg against Powerscourt away.  

Delgany came away with 2 valuable wins out of 5 in the away leg of the Wicklow Final on the West Course in 

Powerscourt . The first pairing of Mike O’Brien and Frank Burke had  a ding dong match with their opposition and 

went all the way to the 18th to clinch a very valuable win. They were 2 up with 2 to play only to lose the 17th . 

There was more drama to come after Delgany put their second shot in the water on the Par 5, 18th with Pow-

erscourt putting theirs in the middle of the fairway. However  Mike O’Brien put the 4th shot pin high just off the 

green while Powerscourt failed to reach the green with their third with the ball stopping just above the bunker 

with  a difficult stance. The difficult chip onto the green only went half way while Frank Burke sank his putt 

from  20 feet for par and victory for Delgany. We had to wait for the final pairing of Don Berkery and Conor 

O’Riordan to win their match on the 17th after a tremendous match with their opposition to bring the overall 

match to  a close with a 3/2 win for Powerscourt. The home leg in Delgany will be played on Friday 17th and 

plenty of support is required. 

Delgany's Pierce Purcell put on a very brave showing but were edged out 2/3 by Druids Heath. We won our two 

home matches but in spite of a really gutsy performance by Don Berkery  and Ciaran Daly (7 down, then fought 

back and eventually beaten on the 18th) could not take one in the Heath. Greg O’Neill who manages and helps 

out so many teams in Delgany sent out a number of teams. In the All Ireland Fourball his team went down to the 

wire. Having won  two at home but unfortunately beaten on the 18th in the last match away. Greg gave special 

mention to Sean Farrell who was representing his club for the first time surpassed all expectations by playing su-

per golf while partnering Ferghil Henderson on his debut.  Greg had better luck in the Powerscourt Cup beating 

Blainroe, winning on the 19th hole at home.  

Mens Team News 



5. 

Metropolitan Cup     Managers:  Conn Loy & Alex Coffey 

Home Team:  Simon Rees  Away Team:  Aron Coyle 

     Richard Cogan     Joshua Percival 

   John Bailey      Basil Mulligan 

          Dylan Simmonds 

Opposition Team: Kilmashogue, 9 hole course.      Date: 6th June 2022 (D-Day) 16:30 

Format: Singles Matchplay off scratch, 7 matches.  

Lowest Handicap 1st July 2021 to 1st January 2022  _  8.5. 

Result: Delgany win 4:3 

Report: 

As Delgany had a bye for the first round Kilmashogue, who had a notable win over Killiney, had 

home advantage with 4 matches to be played at Kilmashogue and 3 in Delgany. 

The Delgany team got off to a great start at Kilmashogue and were ahead in all 4 away matches 

for most of day. The home team found themselves up against some very good golfers from Kil-

mashogue, with some very good golf being played. As the evening progressed Delgany were up 

in 5 matches with the other two matches looking like they could go either way. The first three 

results all went Delgany’s way with 2 away wins 5&3 and 3&2 at Kilmashogue followed by a 3&2 

win at Delgany. The next match went to the 18th where Kilmashogue took the win. That made 

the score 3:1 in favour of Delgany. The next match at Delgany went the way of Kilmashogue, so it 

was now 3:2, still in Delgany’s favour. The final match at Kilmashogue went to the 18th hole and 

again Kilmashogue prevailed. One final match left. At home. In Delgany. Richie Cogan, a veteran 

of the 2021 Delgany team that made the final against Corrstown had to win or we were out. 

When the chips were down and his club needed him, Richie delivered the goods with a superb 

3&2 win. 

It was a really strong performance by the team. The final result does not reflect the high stand-

ard of golf played. Special thanks to Dylan Simmonds and John Bailey who answered the club’s 

call late on to complete our team for this match. And Vice Captain Tom Bergin for coming along 

to support the team at Kilmashogue.  Next up, Edmonstown or Castlewarden. 

Mens Team News 

In the Cullen Cup which is mixed Foursomes we played against Arklow, 3 away and 2 home. Two 

lost on 18 and one on 17 away and one win at home. The overall result was 4:1. The managers 

were Ian Barret and Liz Hurley.  



6. 

Mens Team News 



7. 

Ladies Matchplay Update 

Upcoming matches this week  

 

Thursday 9th  -  Challenge Cup v The K Club  2.00 pm start  

 

Home   Annemarie O Grady  Bernie Flynn  

   Marie Bolger    Brigid Bergin  

 

Away   Ann Hayes  Jackie Sharpe  Sharon Byrne  

 

Managers  Ann Nulty, Helen Doolin & Bernie Jones  

 

Sunday 12th  Irish Mixed Foursomes V Beech Park 3.20 pm start  

Home pairings:  

  Liam May & Siobhan Mooney;  

  Alex Coffey & Mairead Coghlan;  

  Subs to attend:  

  Ian Cuddihy & Ann Kavanagh.  

Away pairings:  

  Mark Behan & Mary Corcoran;  

  Basil Mulligan & Margaret Williams;  

  Conor McCarthy & Breda Murtagh.  

  Subs to attend:  

  Tom Bergin & Mags McDarby. 

Managers  - Liz Hurley & Ian Barrett  

 

Best of luck to all players managers and caddies competing this week  

Anna O’Loughlin ,  Team Liaison  



Mens Competitions Update 

Golfer Of The Year 2022 

We are well into the season for participants in Golfer of The Year 2022. 

The June Medal is completed and the initial draw for the Bellevue Cup is in place. This year we have 16 quali-

fiers for the Bellevue Cup rather than the 8 that we had last year, so the competitors will have to win 

through their first round match in order to pick up their first points for Golfer of The Year from The Bellevue 

Cup. Tommy Synnott and Eamonn Heffernan have both picked up their initial GOY points from their matches. 

At the moment Alex Coffey leads the field with 18 points, followed by Maurice Kelly on 16 and Donal O’Sulli-

van on 12. However, we are not even halfway there yet. There are still lots of points to be picked up, espe-

cially around the Captain’s prize which has proven to be a game changer in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singles Match Play 2022 

The third round of the Singles Matchplay is near-

ing completion and we’ve seen some interesting 

results as we head into the quarter finals. 

Andy Hawthorne has shown his ability by beating 

the very capable JJ Castles to move through to the 

next round where he will face either our Vice Cap-

tain Tom Bergin or Alex Coffey. That’s a match 

that promises to be a sizzler…. 

The next match will see either John 

“Competitions” Gallagher or David Campbell face 

Colm Whooley. That’ll be another interesting 

game to follow. 

All the way from the Rebel County, Mike A. O’Brien has made it through to face either Alan McDonnell or the 

legendary Terry Day in our third quarter final. Quarter final number 4 will feature Maurice Kelly, who put in a 

very strong performance in this year’s Winter League, against either John Garvey or Liam May.  There are a 

lot of very interesting permutations in the mix, one of which could see a rematch between Terry Day and 

Alex Coffey in the final. But there’s a long road to travel to get there.         

   

Conn Loy 
8. 



Know the rules…. 

9. 

Unplayable ball. 

 

John and Sue are playing the third hole and John push-

es his drive into the trees on the left. When he gets to 

where his ball is he finds it stuck in the base of the 

tree. There is no way that he can move the ball legally 

so he has to tell Sue that he has an unplayable lie and 

asks what can he do about it.   

 

As it’s a rule question and not advice Sue can tell him 

what options he has. They are as follows: 

 

1. Go back to where he last hit the ball and play anoth-

er or this ball with 1 penalty  shot. That's 3 off the tee. 

 

2. Drop a ball within two club lengths of where the ball lies but not nearer the hole. Penalty 1 

shot, so playing 3 from there. 

 

3. Going straight back in a line from the hole through the point where the ball lies as far back as 

you like and using this reference point drop a ball within one club length. Penalty 1 shot so play-

ing 3. 

 

John finds that 2 club lengths will just get him to where he can hit a shot, so taking that option 

he drops a ball from knee height and playing 3 hits a good shot 100 metres from the green. 

 

Now if this had been a bunker you would still have the same 3 choices but if you choose no. 

3  going  back in line with flag, it would be a 1 shot penalty if dropped in bunker and 2 shots if 

dropped outside bunker.  

 

Any questions  please let me know 

Paul Hautz        phautz@gmail.com  



Hole in One 

10. 

Congratulations to Anna O’Loughlin who had her 

first hole in one on Tuesday May 24th on the 11th 

hole. The wait to join both her mum Susan and   

sister Pauline in this achievement is finally over!  

 

Bubbles were had in the bar afterwards, and the 

team ( Anna, Cliona Lyons, Tanya Beattie, Eileen 

Bates) coming second in the competition was the 

icing on the cake!  



Club V1 App 

11. 

We are reaching out to Members who have not signed up to the Club’s Members Hub App, Called 

Club V1. We hope you will take the opportunity to download the app and  register. If you are expe-

riencing any difficulties registering please go to the instruction video below. The App, is feature rich 

and will become our central  method of informing and communicating with our Members as it in-

cludes : 

Course Status – Realtime updated course status maintained by the Office and Greenkeeper. 

Latest News - Articles published by the Office become available, clicking the News shows the last 

ten News Items published. 

Latest Competition Results – Maintained from closed competitions in ClubV1. We show either the 

Men's, Ladies or Mixed event. Clicking on the Results will display all competition results back to 1st 

January, 2022 

BRS – Facility to book via BRS. This utilizes the single sign on and automatically logs the member 

into BRS.(This facility will go live shortly) 

Handicap Index – Your current handicap index 

Handicap List – List of all Members, and their Handicap Index. 

Handicap Certificate – Powered by HowDidIDo, it is current, can be printed or shown from your 

phone when needed. 

View Statistics - Logs you directly into HDID to give a fantastic summary of your performance. 

Membership - Account balance  displays the members subscription balance. 

Bar & Restaurant – Displays the till balance, selecting each line item displays the till receipt 

(This data is personal to you and cannot be seen by other members). 

 

As can be seen this is a powerful facility for our Members whether you use a PC, Tablet or 

Smartphone it has great features to keep you informed.  

Members can change their profile picture and contact details, by clicking on the photo place hold-

er. Please upload a profile photo, it makes a difference.  



Club V1 App 

12. 

Here is a link on how to download and install the app: 
 
https://vimeo.com/717919880 
 

The Dashboard is the landing page after you login, it displays a wealth of information in rela-

tion to the Club, your account and your golf. Our systems talk to each other, for example, 

when the Competition Committee close a competition the results become instantly available 

on the Members Hub, your score is uploaded to Golf Ireland, HowDidIDo is updated and mail 

to Members issued. When you download the app and login using your HowDidIDo username 

and password 

You can register your details. We encourage members to input some contact details so that 

they can be contacted by fellow members re timesheet and match issues. Even a photo helps 

other new members recognise you when they are on the timesheet with you. All data is only 

available to registered club members. Otherwise the only visible data on the system is all club 

members names and handicaps. 

https://vimeo.com/717919880C:/Users/FM1/Documents/20171223
https://howdidido.blob.core.windows.net/clubsitespublic/file_1754ebad-930c-420c-9697-50c1ba162f50.pdf


Red Cross fundraiser 

We got the best of the day on Friday and good numbers showed up to enjoy the 9 holes and a bite 

to eat. 

Winners: 45 points Gerry and Kay Moynihan/Susan and Peter Reynolds(Dun Laoghaire) 

2nd 42 points Frank and Kathryn Magee/Frank and Agnes Young 

3rd 42 Points Ambrose and Norah Mullins/Carol and David Newlove 

 

Next Mix and Match this Friday the 10th and one on the 17h - the Celebration of Golf weekend. 

The one scheduled for June 24th won’t go ahead as the 17th wasn't originally planned and replaces 

it. 

Regards  

Jim Blake 13. 

Mix and Match Results 

It was 20 years ago this week that our lady member Ann 

Dowling’s 29-year-old son Brian passed away suddenly 

and without warning. 

It was a shock to the system that the Delgany mother still 

feels today. 

“Sudden loss is very painful,” says Ann, “and very hard to 

come to terms with as you never had a chance to say 

goodbye.” 

It’s the kind of devastating loss that Ann recognises many 

Ukrainian families are going through right now, and it in-

spired her to put paint to canvas, to reflect the horror, 

devastation and loss that war brings. 

And now, in memory of her late son, that painting is being 

raffled to raise funds for the Irish Red Cross. 

“This is in memory of all these lost lives,” finishes Ann. “And it’s for all the loved ones left 

behind. Being there for one another during such times is what life is all about…” 

You can buy a raffle ticket for Ann Dowling’s painting right here  

 https://www.idonate.ie/raffle/UkranianPeoplesSuffering  

https://www.idonate.ie/raffle/UkranianPeoplesSuffering


John Colgan remembered 

I first met John Colgan in Oatlands College where I was a year ahead of John. We both joined the College unit of 

the FCA and had some great times mastering the art of soldiering. John struggled with Barrack Square drilling on 

the annual two week camps and inevitably found himself in the Cookhouse peeling potatoes. He was however a 

great shot and competed in a number of rifle competitions.  I lost contact with John during the 1960s as we 

went our separate ways. However we met up again in the IDA which we both had joined in the early 1970s. John 

had a great career in the IDA and became a specialist in the Clothing and Textiles sectors. He loved international 

travel but at times struggled with local cuisine. He loved his job and was hugely committed to industrial develop-

ment. He was married to Ann and they had a great relationship with plenty of foreign holidays and interesting 

places to visit. 

During the late 1970s John encouraged me to join Delgany and together with Oliver Carty the three of us be-

came 5 day members in 1978. John and Oliver had both been members of Bodenstown and both moved from 

Leixlip to Blackrock and Stillorgan. John was a serious golfer and played off 11 when he arrived in Delgany. He 

loved Delgany and all its characters of which he was one. He took to golf in Delgany like duck to water and 

would play as often as possible and soon moved up to full membership and weekend golf. John and Ann social-

ised frequently in Delgany provided Oliver Carty was doing the driving and became well known throughout the 

club. John loved the Delgany stories, gossip and yarns and loved to chat. One fine day after signing in on the 

time sheet John decided that it was time to replace his worn out golf umbrella and so he drops in to Jimmy Brad-

shaw and examines the stock of umbrellas and enquires from Jimmy the price of one of them. Jimmy looked at 

John and quoted him £10 where upon John decided to postpone the purchase. Some weeks later John arrives 

for golf and it starts to rain, so in he goes to Jimmy and makes his selection of umbrella and goes to Jimmy with 

his innocent question. How much is this one Jimmy? To which Jimmy responds -£15. John taken aghast, re-

sponds to Jimmy, but you said 3 weeks ago that it was £10. Unfazed Jimmy responds in deadpan language “it 

wasn’t raining on that day”.  When I took up regular golf in Delgany in the mid 1990s it was John who encour-

aged me, tutored me and introduced me to so many Delgany members. John told me of an exchange he had 

with his playing partner (Dick Donnelly) on a Wednesday Fourball. John was in great form and looking forward 

to impressing his partner, so he informed Dick that he had a great score last weekend. Dick looking unimpressed 

responded to John, “I don’t care what you scored last week, I only want to know, what are you going to do to-

day ? “ He was extremely competitive and would put in the required practice including calling in to a Driving 

Range on the way home if he had problems with his driving. John represented Delgany on numerous Teams over 

the years. He won so many Christmas turkeys that he struggled to find homes for them. 

John’s wife Ann died in 2001 shortly after she took early retirement from Guinness. He was devastated by the 

loss and never fully recovered. He received great support from his sister Joan and Brother Paul. Shortly after-

wards he decided to spend the winter in South Africa from November until April and it did him the world of 

good. It opened up a new life for him and he continued to spend time each year in South Africa and regularly 

met up with Delgany Members such as Sean Mason, Pat O’Neill, Michael Sinnott and Matt Farrell, played golf 

followed by dinner and wine.  He suffered with dreadful arthritis over many years which really affected his golf 

and subsequently his mobility and agility.   

About ten years ago, following a routine operation John picked up a sepsis infection which caused havoc with his 

body resulting in everlasting medical issues. It was a culmination of these problems which resulted in John’s re-

cent hospitalisation. Unfortunately his body was not strong enough to enable him recover and he passed away.   

John was always great company to be in, a good story teller, listener, a great interest in sport and a great love of 

golf. He will be missed around Delgany Golf Club.                              Sean Donnelly 14. 



Pro Shop News 

15. 

The Pro-Am is almost sold out  thanks to the fantastic response from everyone, however we have some morn-

ing tee times to fill. If you are interested in putting a team in, please call the shop or drop in and we will look 

after you (we also  have some single players looking to form a team if you are interested in joining in). 

Welcome to the Irish Life PGA Delgany Pro-AM 2022 which will take place on Fri 22nd July 2022 and will once 

again support the Down Syndrome Centre. The event format will revert to 2 Shotgun Starts at 9am and 2pm 

with lunch / dinner served as you come in. 

 The Competition format is a Team Event with 1 PGA Professional and 3 Amateurs and 2 Stableford Scores to 

count on each hole . 

The Professional will play Strokes but can also count for team score (open to all Amateur Golfers who have a current Handicap Index) 

The Team Fee is €395.00 which will include Golf , Dinner & Refreshments.  

You can sponsor a hole for €100.00 and all hole sponsors will be entered into a draw for a very nice prize !! 

I’m also looking for a Sponsor for Nearest the Pin and Longest Drive  (€250 for each or €395 for both ) 

Our sincere thanks to Irish Life for sponsoring the event and I look forward to wel-

coming everyone to what will be a great days golf. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Junior camps in association with US Kids is selling 

out fast, so if you'd like to sign up the next superstar let 

us know asap. 

 

 

 

 

Regards 

 

Gavin and team. 



16. 



The Delgany Dispatch is produced by the Club’s 

Communications Sub-Committee: 

Sean O’Rourke (Chair),  

Tanya Beattie, Ian McMahon 

Eugene Murray & Tony Corcoran 

With technical support from Briege Burton 

17. 

And finally…... 


