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We are delighted to note a significant improvement in the weather this week which has been 

great for all players, but particularly buggy users who can finally get out and play.   We are al-

so delighted at the very positive response by players to the measures introduced by the 

Course team to protect the fairways and encourage repair of divots. With everyone's contin-

ued co-operation we can look forward to excellent playing conditions when the season gets 

into full swing.  

Such has been the response on divot repair that we are now short of divot bags despite ac-

quiring a very large number to distribute to members during COVID. As there is a cost to re-

placing them could we ask you all to search your cars and golf equipment for lurking orphan 

bags and leave any that you find on the holders near the clubhouse. 

Preparations for the opening night of the Play are well under way and the cast are busy re-

hearsing on set which is taking shape before our eyes in the bar.  Tickets are still available for 

most nights and it promises to be a great show.  Bring your friends and dine beforehand as 

Jamie will have a special pre-theatre menu and you will be sure of a well located seat by com-

ing early.   

Poker nights were a popular social event in the pre-COVID period and hopefully nobody has 

forgotten how to play as we are planning to resurrect them. Further details are given later in 

this Dispatch. 

Apart from the dismal weather January has been a sad month for many with a number of be-

reavements, including the passing of two members, Michael Burke and Seamus Corco-

ran.  Michael was the father in law of Men's Competitions Secretary, John Gallagher, and 

brother in law of Eamonn Heffernan.  Our condolences to all. 



The impact of frost on our golf course: 

Given the recent weather, we thought it would be worth sharing 

with you some of the key factors in how we deal with frost. 

 

1. Crunchy grass is vulnerable to damage 

Golf course turf is normally resilient to traffic, but when ice crys-

tals form inside the plants (effectively this is frozen dew), they 

become brittle and vulnerable to damage. Walking or driving 

over frost-covered grass may rupture plant leaves, stems & cells 

leading to dead turf. The plants may also be weakened without 

immediately showing the effects. It can take grass more than a 

month to recover from this damage.  

2. When it comes to frost delays, location is everything 

Many of us have looked out our windows at home and see no signs of frost, only to find a frost de-

lay when we reach the golf course. This is because frost can linger in colder microclimates long 

after other areas have thawed. North-facing slopes, low-lying areas and areas sheltered from the 

wind are especially likely to remain covered with frost.  

Ground frost, effectively beneath the surface, can take a considerably longer time to defrost than 

above ground conditions. For example, ground temperature can be minus 2 whereas the 

air temperature can be as different as plus 4 or 5. So a full examination needs to be carried out be-

fore any decision is made to open the course. 

3. Closely mown turf is at high risk 

Frost damage can occur on any part of the golf course, but it poses the greatest risk to closely 

mown turf. Putting greens are particularly vulnerable because they experience the most concen-

trated traffic. A four ball, typically, takes 300 steps or more on each putting green; if there is frost 

present, all those steps could cause serious damage.  It is worth noting that even when there is 

surface thaw (and the ‘white’ and crunchy feeling is largely gone) this does not mean the greens 

(or tees) are ready to play. The grass root system extends 4+ inches below the surface and ideally 

no play should be allowed until all of the grass root system has thawed. If play is allowed when 

frost is still prevalent the roots can be severed (broken) and the grass leaf blade will die. This is 

why we must be and remain cautious. 

 

 



4. A little frost can cause big delays  

No signs of frost on the first tee or on the putting green? That doesn’t 

mean you will get the “all clear” sign. If frost remains in areas that are 

unavoidable early in the round, the course must remain closed. When 

large trees shade primary playing surfaces, especially on early holes, the 

course must remain closed even if the frost has melted elsewhere. It is also important to remember that 

once the frost is totally clear, the course staff may need time to catch up on course preparations before 

play can begin.  

Finally, there is a perception among some members that the greens staff are overly cautious about 

opening the course after frost. I hope the summary, provided above, illustrates the complexity of the 

decision making process and shows that a visual observation alone is not a basis for opening the course. 

The life of a Divot Bag 

What a great life a divot bag lives. Hanging outside in the fresh air, taken for a walk (some days), carrying 

some divot mix, assisting our golfers to repair our fairways before being hung up for a rest. Then more of 

the same the next day and for the year ahead. Who could ask for more…… 

However, too often the divot bags are not returned to their natural home where they hang comfortably, 

drying in the wind and resting for the challenges of the next day. Instead, they are taken home, hidden in 

cold rooms, garages or many are left, unused and unloved, in the golfer’s car boot. These places are dark 

and inhospitable, and these poor bags live a miserable and deprived existence hoping that they might be 

returned to their important duties on the course.  

How can that be? Impossible, I hear you cry……. So, let’s examine the evidence: 1,500 bags purchased in 

the last 5 years at a cost of €3,700, that’s 300 bags per year and our current stock now in circulation is ap-

proximately 200.  So where have the 1,300 gone… Assuming our visitors have taken half, then we have 

the rest! 

So I say free these imprisoned bags now. You will feel better for doing this 

good deed. Please search your cars, outhouses, garages and sheds. Return the 

divot bags to their rightful place. The alternative is to introduce the Divot Bag 

Police (DBP) who will set up search and seizure check points on the drive way 

to liberate any purloined bags and anyone caught red-handed will have to do 

community service (weeding) and will be named in the Dispatch. I don’t even 

want to contemplate what would happen if a member or guest had two 

strikes…… it doesn’t bear thinking about. 

Please return the 650 divot bags before it’s too late !   

Course Committee 



 

 

Just a little reminder about our singing group, 'Learn to Sing' 

 This will start with a taster session on  

 Tuesday next 31st January.   

 Please contact Mary Corcoran on 085 8617755 if you 

are interested in taking part. 

 

 

 

 

As all you Ladies know the Shotgun Start 4 ball due to 

take place on 17th January was postponed due  to 

the bad weather.  

 

It will now take place on Tuesday 31st January 

starting at 10.30am.   

 

Most of you have re-entered, but for those of you 

who haven't there's still a few spots available.  

 

It will finish with soup and sandwiches at a cost of 

€15.  This promises to be a fantastic day. 

 

 

 

New date:  

Tuesday 

January 31st 



 

The Delgany Book Club was set up by Annette Dunne in 2008 and has been going ever since. Origi-

nally we had five or six enthusiastic members, now we have 19 members on the list, all avid read-

ers! Our aim is to hold a meeting in the Golf Club every fourth Tuesday, this can vary from time to 

time depending on other activities in the Club, so we're flexible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The meetings last about an hour where we discuss the nominated 'book of the month',  then we 

rate it from 1 to 10 and keep a record of the ratings. 

Finally we invite members to nominate a book of their choice for the next meeting and through a 

show of hands the book will be selected. Usually the person who nominated the winning book 

will chair the next meeting. In the winter months we sit around a table in the dining room and 

have a meal while we discuss the book. In the summer it's almost impossible to organise the 

meetings so at the end of May we have a meeting to share our suggestions for summer reading. 

The monthly meetings start again in September. Currently we're not taking in any new members 

but if you'd like to join the Book Club, please tell us and we'll put you on the waiting list.  



Rescheduled Winter League Round 4 

Please note that Winter League Round 4 has 

been rescheduled to Sunday, February 12th. 

Please note that this round will operate in 

groups of 4 and with 10-minute intervals be-

tween each group. 

Booking will open next Sunday, January 29th at 

8pm. 

 

1st  TEAM D   IAN BARRETT 688 

2nd  TEAM H   FRAN O’HARA 652 

3rd  TEAM C   DONAL MEEHAN 650 

4th  TEAM J   MICHAEL BEHAN 533 

5th  TEAM G   BRIAN MCGEE 521 

6th  TEAM A   TOM BERGIN 513 

7th  TEAM F   JOHN GALLAGHER 503 

8th  TEAM I   SHANE O’LOUGHLIN 466 

9th  TEAM B   PAUL HAUTZ 454 

10th TEAM E   JOHN SWEENEY 418 

  2023 Leaderboard 

The joys of winter golf as captured by 

Daragh Bass. We all love to play, but 

this photo shows why we need to 

protect our course at this time of the 

year. Always use your sand mix for 

divots and repair pitch marks. 



‘Cupid wore skirts 
Have you got your ticket for the play yet? 

Still some availability for every night except the last Saturday (25th February).  

Dates are Wednesday 15th, Thursday 16th, Friday 17th, Saturday 18th and Wednesday 22nd, 

Thursday 23rd (limited availability) and Friday 24th (going fast). 

Get the Red Carpet experience on Premier Night, Wednesday 15th Feb (limited availability). 

 

Please call Cheryl on 087 2520835 to reserve a place. Tickets €20 each and curtain rises 

8.00pm.  

Pre-Theatre dinner will be available on all nights - please phone the bar on 01 2874536 ext 

3 to make your booking.  

Congratulations to Paul Mescal on his Oscar nomination.  

Paul’s Grandad is our esteemed member Colm Molloy. 

Not being shy, we are taking the British approach and 

claiming Paul as one of our own !! 

Best of luck Paul. 



Poker Night  

We are planning to resurrect the poker nights  

with the first session taking place on  

 

Friday 10 February starting at 7.30 pm.  

 

Entry will be €25 per person with large cash prizes   

The more who come the greater the prize fund.  

so please come along and bring your friends for some excitement and craic.    



Michael Burke was my father-in-law, so I think it is appropriate that I 

pen a few lines in his memory. Michael joined Delgany in 1974, hav-

ing moved his family to Applewood Heights in Greystones, the previ-

ous year. He took up golf in his early 30’s and had been a member in 

Newlands in Clondalkin.  

 

 

 

He got to single figures in a few years, so he was in de-

mand in Delgany for the Inter-Club Panels. He was a 

member of the Barton Cup Winning Team in 1981 (see 

photo) and he was very proud of this achievement.  

 

 

In March 1982, when playing in the Monthly Medal off a handicap of 7, he stood on the 

18th tee having played 60 gross shots. Sadly he had a 6 at the last hole to narrowly miss 

out on the course record at that time. He won that Medal of course and his handicap went 

to 5, which was no mean feat. 

 

Michael built up a large circle of golfing buddies, who were still his friends right up to his 

final days. Stories of his exploits on the golf course are there for the record, but there 

were a few off-course ones too!! Leo Harmon told me that they were away on a golf trip to 

Ballybunion with Dave Fox and (the late) Michael O’Neill. The craic was “mighty” so a late 

night was had. Michael and Dave had to “double-up” and when they retired for the even-

ing, they got a nasty surprise when they got to bed as some joker put a bunch of thistles 

in the bed resulting in some choice language!! Leo also told me that when Michael and his 

wife Frances returned from a long trip to New Zealand (where their son Kevin lives) they 

were somewhat taken aback to find a large “For Sale” sign standing outside their house. 

The fact that Leo was party to both of these incidents is suspicious to say the least… 

Richard Sherriff recalls his great personal and leadership qualities, underpinned with a 

shrewd mind and confidence in his abilities and decision-making. Michael managed two 

Metropolitan Cup Teams getting to two finals in consecutive years (1986/7) - a unique 

achievement in itself - narrowly missing out winning both.  



Paul Hautz partnered Michael in many Barton Cup matches in the 1980’s and was 

amazed at how far Michael could hit a wedge, which he did regularly from the 11th tee. 

Unfortunately, Michael wasn't always the straightest hitter and once managed in a 

match to pull his drive from the 15th all the way over to the edge of the ditch on the 

10th!! Paul miraculously managed to hit the 15th green from there and they won their 

match on that hole… 

A special thank you to Tommy Synnott who was very generous to Michael with the use 

of his golf cart, even giving him a spare key so that Michael could use it when Tommy 

wasn’t. 

Michael was a very kind and caring person who adored his family, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.  When Deirdre and I were married in 1987, the wedding reception 

was naturally held in Delgany Golf Club. During his ‘Father of the Bride’ speech, Mi-

chael referred to the club as his “second home”…well, never a truer word was spoken. 

He loved Delgany and Delgany loved him. 

Michael, I will miss you on the golf course along with so many of your friends. 

Most of all, I’ll miss the joy of your friendship and your company in life, may you 

rest in peace. 

John Michael Gallagher 

The Delgany Golf Club 1981 winning Barton Cup team. 



As many of us like Crosswords and Quizzes, Ian McMahon has  come up with a few fun cryptic 

clues to help you find the Delgany GC related answers to his questions.  

We are offering a sleeve of Taylor Made golf balls as a prize. 

1) No one jinks with our Pres (4&9)   

2) Our man with the Rule Book (4&5)  

3) Delgany's Finance Minister (4&7)  

4) A twisted Toga (4)  

5) This lion does no harm (3&6)  

6) This Michael is a saint (7&7)  

7) A tipple for the Lady Captain (5&6)  

8) Our man recently took on two tribes (4&7) 

9) She shoots arrows on the course (3&6)  

10) I leave the strokes …. on the course (7&6)  

All answers marked ‘quiz’ to delganydispatch@delganygolfclub.ie 

As usual in the event of a tie…. all winning entries will be entered into a draw. 

The winner will be revealed in our next issue. 

Our favourite photographer Derek 

O’Brien has been clicking again 

and sends us  this great shot with 

the title : 

“Oh, what a tangled web we 

weave, when first we practice to 

deceive”  

 

Thanks Derek. 













We know it can be tough getting on the time 

sheet sometimes, but it came as a shock to 

find out that on Sunday, January 22nd only 

the little people were allowed to play !  

It appears that Darby O’Gill and his mates 

have hacked into our BRS system ! 

 


