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What a relief that the long period of heavy rainfall has finally come to a halt and given way to a 

good run of fine weather which has helped to dry the course and allow buggy users to get out 

playing again.  At last some normality is coming back into our golf and we can look forward to a 

fun and busy golfing season.  While the course may appear dry, the water table remains high and 

we encourage players to continue to wheel their trolleys in the rough where possible and to re-

main vigilant with sanding divots.  This will ensure that the hard work put in by the course team 

and the members will reap long term benefits. 

The inter-club matchplay season is getting into full swing and we were delighted with a number of 

Delgany successes on Sunday 16th when the Men’s Pierce Purcell team beat Wicklow Golf Club 

and our Junior boys’ team beat Woodbrook in the Irish Junior foursomes. A big shout out also to 

our Junior Captain, Cathan McCarthy, who won Gross Prize in the prestigious Irish Times Shield 

played on Powerscourt East Course.  Sadly, our Ladies Junior Foursomes team were unsuccess-

ful in their match against Old Conna, though they put up a great fight.  We wish all team players 

the best of luck in the next round of upcoming matches and we encourage members to come 

along to the home or away venues and give your support.  You will see some great golf played at 

these events, far more gripping than anything you will watch on TV.  Full details of fixtures are in 

the Teams News section.  

On a sadder note we bid a last farewell to the great Maura Devereux, honorary life member, who 

passed away just before the Easter weekend, having celebrated the great milestone of her 100th 

birthday a matter of weeks earlier.  Maura was legendary throughout the club for her zest for life 

and her great prowess as a pianist.  She was a beacon of light for the Ladies Club in her enduring 

ability to play golf to a very advanced age, her great style and her cheerfulness. She will be very 

keenly missed by all who knew her and especially by her family (many of whom are also club 

members) and her numerous friends.  We offer our deepest condolences to all. May she rest in 

peace. 

We have been delighted with the positive feedback we are getting on the new WhatsApp Cap-

tains Noticeboard.  It’s a great way to get messages out to members rapidly particularly on im-

portant matters which might be overlooked in an email message.  If you haven’t received a mes-

sage via the Noticeboard do let us know and we will ensure your name is added to the Mens or 

Ladies Club groups.             

Betty and Tom 



LADIES TEAM UPDATE – JUNIOR FOURSOMES 

The Junior Foursomes team put up a great fight on Sunday 16th April, but unfortunately 

lost to Old Conna Golf Club. 

Hard luck to all players and Managers Avril & Caroline. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This is the group that played away in Old Conna GC – Well Done Ladies!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assistant Manager Caroline Tobin with Mags McDarby & Elaine McGrath 

The Home Team in Delgany GC 

 

 



Upcoming team fixtures for the Ladies 
 

Junior Cup v Powerscourt GC 

April 22nd 

2 home 

Bernie Jones 

Bernie Clarke 

Sub Ann Boyle 

 

3 away 

Margaret Williams 

Cliona Lyons  

Pauline Burke 

Sub Eileen Bates 

 

Manager Mags Mc Darby 

Assistant Manager Mary Corcoran 

 

Matches tee off at 3.30pm in both venues  

All support would be greatly appreciated. 

 

SUMMER MATCHPLAY EVENTS 

We have put the entry sheets for signing up for 

our summer matchplay events on the notice-

board on the way to the locker room. These are 

our big summer events and we encourage you 

to enter. 

The Ronnie Stephens Trophy is for those with handicaps 1-20, the Summer Challenge 

is for players with a handicap of 21 plus but you must play off a max of 40 (ie 40 + can 

still enter, but they play off 40 for this event). If anyone wants to enter our Summer 

Foursomes and does not have a partner, please put your name down and we will put 

teams together. It’s a great opportunity to get to know people in the club and matchplay 

is good for your golf. If you have any questions on the Challenge Cup and Summer 

Foursomes, please contact Pauline Burke on 087 2336785. 

 

Ann Cafferkey  & Pauline Burke, Ladies Competitions. 

Carton Cup  

Vs Dun Laoghaire GC 

April 28th 

 

Mary McKenna Diamond Trophy 

Vs Powerscourt GC 

May 4th 

 

Revive Fourball 

Vs Stackstown GC 

May 7th 

 

Boyne Trophy 

Vs Old Conna GC 

May 14th 

 

Challenge Cup 

Vs Arklow GC 

May 20th 



Thanks to Tadhg Dolly for the following team updates: 

 

JB Carr  

Vs Druids Heath  

May 2nd 13.00 

 

Pierce Purcell 

Vs Macreddin GC 

May 7th @ 14.50 

 

Junior Cup 

Vs Grange 

May 7th @ 14.00 

 

Jimmy Bruen 

Vs Wicklow GC 

May 13th @ 15.15 

 

Irish Mixed Foursomes 

Vs Edmondstown GC 

May 13th @ 14.10 

 

Barton Cup 

Vs Woodenbridge GC 

May 21st @ 13.00 

 

 

Your support is very much appreciated at all our interclub matches. 

The Delgany Juniors won on Sunday away 

at Woodbrook GC  in the Junior Interclub 

Foursomes, manager Robert Walshe, Jun-

iors William, Evan, Alex and Jack. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pierse Purcell team won 3:2 on Sunday 

against Wicklow, manager Fran O'Hara. 



MEASURES TO TACKLE SLOW PLAY 

We continue to receive reports of persistent slow play. 

Therefore, over the month of May, we are considering the following measures for Saturday Sin-

gles Men’s Competitions on a trial basis. Please note that a more detailed communication will is-

sue in due course. 

 Official ‘Starter’ on 1st Tee. 

 Introduction of 10-minute intervals in certain competitions as soon as is practical to do so – 

likely to be May 1st at earliest.  

 Players will not be permitted to tee off before their allocated tee time. 

 Course ‘Spotters’ who will observe playing behaviours and report back to this Committee. 

 Nomination of a “timekeeper” in each playing group (person with lowest handicap).  

 Recording Start Time/time finishing on 9th/time finishing on 18th on sheet attached to card. 

 Stricter local rules on “playing through”. 

 Communication of a Delgany ‘Slow Play Etiquette’ document. 

With your cooperation in supporting these measures, we expect them to make a difference. It is in 

all our interests to make this work. Consideration should be shown to others on the course at all 

times. We estimate that with small changes in behaviour each group should comfortably improve 

their playing times by 1 to 2 minutes per hole so that a maximum playing time of 3 hours 50 

minutes (max.) for a Saturday Singles is achievable.  

The following are guideline times for playing out the hole: 

Par 3’s - 11 Minutes Par 4’s - 13 Minutes  Par 5’s - 15 Minutes   

So, do your bit for your fellow members and remember… 

 Keep Up 

 Use your “rear view mirrors” 

 Stick to your 3-minute search window 

 Play a Provisional Ball if in any doubt 

 Mark cards on the next tee 

 Move On & walk briskly between shots 

 Play Ready Golf 

 Talk while you walk 

 Pick Up (in Stableford competitions) if not going to score at a hole 



MIXED FOURSOMES ENTRY: 

Our Club Mixed Foursomes is a popular, well fought competition. The entry sheet for the 

Club Mixed Foursomes is on display on the notice board in the hall. To enter the competi-

tion just put your name(s) on the sheet - if you don’t have a playing partner we will find 

one for you.  

The entry fee is €14 per pair and will be deducted from your competition purse. The draw 

will take place at the end of April. 

 

MENS FOURSOMES MATCHPLAY QUALIFIER – SUNDAY, APRIL 30TH. 

The qualifier for the Mens Foursomes Matchplay was moved from its original date to 

Sunday, April 30th. There are 16 places up for grabs so why not try and see how you fare 

at this challenging format. For those of you involved in teams, this is a great way to 

sharpen your course management skills as a pair.  

Booking is available now… 

 

John Gallagher 

Mens Competition Committee  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winner winners, well done lad’s 



Honorary Life Membership for Eddie Bradshaw 

A highlight of the Captain’s Drive In a few weeks ago was 

the announcement at dinner that our much-loved mem-

ber, Eddie Bradshaw, was granted Honorary Life Mem-

bership. 

Eddie was led to believe that the large gathering of Brad-

shaw’s in attendance was there to celebrate a big birth-

day for Jason, but the MC for the evening Vice Captain 

Ian Barrett announced that the Man of the Moment was to 

be Eddie himself. 

Ian recalled Eddie’s fantastic life in Delgany, which uniquely began when he was raised in the 

family home located in the woods to the right of the 16th green.  He caddied from an early age 

and quickly showed the Bradshaw prowess for golf, and he was already a top player when he 

joined Delgany in 1972.  He represented the Club on various teams, including two Barton Cup 

winning sides and victorious Cullen Cup and Fitzgibbon Cup teams.  Eddie also played on the 

Wicklow county team, along with fellow Delgany members and great friends Declan Clarke and 

Paddy Mulford, when Wicklow won the All-Ireland Inter-County Championship in 1981.  Notably, 

playing with Tom Conlon, Eddie had a hole in one on the 14th in the final of the Barton Cup, a big 

man for the big occasion! 

We also found out that in his day Eddie was one the longest drivers of a golf ball in the country, 

regularly topping the charts in the long driving competitions that were popular in the 1970’s and 

1980’s.  A multiple winner in Delgany of scratch cups and various club matchplay competitions, 

Eddie also managed various teams, including the Senior Cup and Barton Shield.  Eddie has also 

always been a great contributor to the social side of the club, and the announcement of his Hon-

orary Life Membership was made against the backing music of Johnny Cash’s ‘Ring of Fire’, one 

of his party pieces in Delgany.  Finally, Eddie worked as part of a dedicated team of greenkeep-

ers in the Club for 23 years, retiring in the early 2000’s. 

After taking a deserved ovation, Eddie, in his own modest way, regaled us with stories from his 

early days, up to the present, including acknowledging “The Boss”, his sadly departed wife Kath-

leen. Celebrations went on into the night, with Ed-

die being joined by his wide circle of relatives and 

friends, with a special mention for his children Ed-

die Junior, Douglas, Melissa, Louise, and Rosie. 

Hopefully, with the weather and his body improv-

ing, we’ll see Eddie back on the fairways soon with 

this great friend Terry Day.  If you get the chance, 

put your name down on the BRS with him, you 

won’t regret it!      Ourhanks to Ian Barrett 

 



We are looking to add to our green keeping team,  

please feel free to share this advert. 



This week we welcome Grainne Kennedy…. 

What is your golfing background? 

My golfing background is extremely limited! My friend is a 

member in Blainroe and is a passionate golfer, she kept 

pestering me to get into golf, so I eventually succumbed, 

and I joined the Delgany GIG’s initially in 2021. Whilst I 

really enjoyed it I did find it quite challenging and felt a bit 

out of my depth. However, I came back to the GIG’s in 

summer of 2022 and it all just fell into place. I was more 

confident and could see the improvements week on 

week. I also invested in clubs which made a huge differ-

ence. Bernie was fantastic and really encouraged us and 

made us feel really welcome. I also met some lovely girls 

who weren’t taking it too seriously and were up for a bit of fun as well. 

  

Why did you join Delgany? 

I have really enjoyed the atmosphere in Delgany (in fairness I don’t have experience of 

any other golf clubs) but from doing my research the feedback was really positive. This 

was mainly from the wonderful lady members who gave up their evenings to come out 

and bring us for a few rounds so we could get some practical experience, and also my 

overall experience from being around the club was that it was a  very welcoming and 

friendly environment. It makes such a difference when people acknowledge you, simply 

say hello and generally make you feel welcome. We had some great coaches in Gavin, 

Catalina and Geoff– who really are miracle workers. Bernie was fantastic too and really 

encouraged us and made us feel really welcome. I also met some lovely girls who were-

n’t taking it too seriously and were up for a bit of fun as well. So eventually I took the 

plunge with a few of my fellow GIG’s members (Sinead, Barbara, and Sharon) and joined 

in January of this year. 

What are your golfing ambitions? 

Presently Sinead, Barbara, Sharon and I play every Sunday afternoon – we’re still doing 

scrambles (but loving it!). So currently my ambition would be to start being able to com-

plete a score card (more challenging than I would have thought) and possibly by the end 

of the summer have a handicap (any handicap). We took some additional lessons with 

Catalina (brilliant coach) which made a huge difference so we’re signing up for a few 

more lessons to try and improve further. 



Grainne Kennedy continued. 

Who are your sporting heroes? 

I’m a rugby fan so my current sporting hero is Johnny Sexton and Mack Hansen. I also en-

joy watching golf so I’d be a fan of Leona Maguire and Rory McElroy. Also, since joining 

Delgany I would also include Catalina and Bernie and my three-golfing amigo’s. 

What other sports are you interested in? 

I was big into athletics when I was younger and also played hockey and basketball. I later 

did a lot of skiing but had to give up due to a knee injury, so now I’m the ‘chalet girl’ when 

we go on family ski holidays.   

What are your golfing successes so far?  

I have no prizes or golfing successes to speak of – yet! However, I am very proud of myself 

for rocking up on my own to Delgany not knowing anybody or how to hold a golf club to 

now being able to enjoy nine holes once or twice a week and not only hit the ball but occa-

sionally have a few cracking shots and very occasionally the odd good putt. 

Interesting facts you would like to share? 

I’m originally from Belfast but moved to Bray when I was ten. I’m the HR Director for a large 

food services company and travel a bit with work so it’s pretty full on and golf is a welcome 

diversion – also I have a Leaving Cert student this year so it is also helping with the stress 

levels. I enjoy music and I’m an avid reader. I like travel particularly in Spain and France 

not sure if it’s for the culture or the wine – let’s just say I enjoy them both in equal measure! 

 



Next up, we welcome Keith Real to tell us a little about himself... 

 

What is your golfing background? 

I played quite a bit of golf when I was young in Limer-

ick and Kilkee in Co Clare but it took a back seat for a 

long time after that.  My family are avid golfers still 

and there’s plenty of conversation about golf. 

Why did you join Delgany? 

We live locally and I joined the Horse & Hound golf 

society a while back.  Those are great days out and it 

definitely reminded me how much enjoyment can be 

derived from golf.  I had played Delgany before and 

being only 2 mins away from the course made it a re-

ally easy decision. 

What are your golfing ambitions? 

It would be great to be playing consistently again and just enjoy the days out. 

 Who are your sporting heroes? 

I wouldn’t say I have any really but have spent quite a bit of time in Thomond Park and fol-

lowing Munster throughout Europe for the good days and not so good! 

 What other sports are you interested in? 

Most really and I have played many sports through the years.  I still run, swim, ski when I 

can and love being outside.  

What are your golfing successes so far?  

It has been many years since I had any golf successes – it has been more around enjoying 

the day out.  My father, sister and brother in law did play St Andrews a few years ago and 

that was a bucket list achievement we all wanted. 

Interesting facts you would like to share? 

My family and I live nearby and my son, Jack is also a Delgany GC member.  My wife Lor-

na is currently taking lessons here too and so we just need to get my daughter Sarah start-

ed and the whole family will be here! 











Communications Sub-Committee: 

Tony Corcoran (Chairperson), Ian McMahon, Dermot McCarthy, Daragh Bass 

Mary O’Neill, Jason Bradshaw, Eugene Murray & Yvonne Connelly 

with technical support from Briege Burton. 

Email: delganydispatch@delganygolfclub.ie 

All errors in this issue are specifically there to test your powers of observation.  

Our members Course update meeting took place last night with Course Chairperson Ken 

Greene talking us through the issues in detail and educating us as he went along. The 

meeting was very well attended and Ken has agreed to give us a full report for our next 

Dispatch as he reviews the meeting and follows up on some very positive ideas that were 

proposed from our members.  

I think its fair to say that the efforts made over the winter by our greenkeepers and mem-

bers has really paid off. we are looking at our course with pride as we move into the sum-

mer golf season. “Read all about it” …. in Ken’s report next issue. 

Congratulations to our very own Cathan McCarthy on winning the gross prize at the   

recent Irish Times Shield at Powerscourt East.  

This report is from the Golf section of the Irish Times: 


